Expecting and Parenting Teens

Without Brave Village
Social Stigma

Education

1

High levels
of stigma

Reduced access
to services

2

Only 5%
remain in
school

Limited childcare
funding support

Less likely
to continue
studying

Policies are
not coordinated

Alienation and
low self-esteem

24,000 young people
are seeking assistance

Expecting and parenting teenagers
experience a high level of stigma
and disapproval in their communities

Stigma reduces the expecting
and parenting teenager’s ability
to access education and services
in spite of high hopes for their
families and career

Anecdotal evidence suggests that
only 5% of teenage mothers return
to / remain in school, and only 2.3%
of teenage mothers commence or
complete tertiary education

Children of teenage mothers are
less likely to commence or complete
secondary and/or tertiary education

Expecting and parenting
teenagers experience alienation
from their peers and family,
contributing to eroded selfesteem and feelings of self-worth

Community opinion and debate
around choice diminishes efforts
to provide to some 24,000 young
people yearly

No coordinated strategy or national
policy for education exists to
develop education pathways for
expecting and parenting teenagers

Typical funding for childcare lasts
2 years, prohibiting tertiary study
for expecting and parenting
teenagers

Welfare Dependency

Wellbeing

3

High risk of intergenerational
poverty

Sustained reliance
on income support

80% of teenage mothers receive
income support AND are still
receiving the same income support
seven years later, increasing the
risk of inter-generational poverty

Lifetime costs
of $16 million
per individual

4

Low weight and
premature births

A longterm strain
on public welfare
systems

Domestic
violence

According to ADOSS*, “based on
actuarial and other analysis, the
lifetime cost of welfare dependence
per individual is approximately $16
million, equating to $200,000 per
year for 80 years”

Complications and
post-natal depression

Generational
teenage pregnancies

Higher incidence of low birth
weight babies and premature birth

Higher risk of complicated
pregnancies and post natal
depression

Increased risk of domestic
violence

Increased risk of generational
teenage pregnancies
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Expecting and Parenting Teens

The Brave Village and Beyond
Brave Village

Education

1

Supports
24,000+
teenagers

Positively impacts
current and future
generations

2

Independent of
the choice debate

Aims to break teenage
pregnancy stigma

Helps children of
teenage mothers
complete their
education

Advocates for
policy change

Supports teenagers
throughout their
education

Advocates for
coordinated policy

Facilitates support and guidance
for 24,000+ expecting and
parenting teens towards happy,
healthy and skilled families

Supports acceptance,
socialisation and education
opportunities to expecting and
parenting teenagers via referral
to existing services in Australia

Advocate for policy change in
secondary schools of continuing
education for expecting and
parenting teenagers, including
scholarship opportunities

Children of teenage parents who
complete secondary schooling
are more likely to complete their
tertiary studies

Positively impact 280,000 people
per year (parents, grandparents and
significant others), improving quality
of life for future generations

Independent of the choice debate,
serving after the fact and aims to
break the stigma of expecting and
parenting teenagers in Australian
communities

More teenage mothers will complete
secondary education and will commence
/ complete tertiary education

Advocate for coordinated, targeted
support and education pathways for
expecting and parenting teenagers
in national policy

Happy, skilled futures

Healthy families

3

Reduces risk of
inter-generational
poverty

Encourages
mothers to enter
the workforce

4

Provides links
to services

Builds self-esteem
and confidence

Reveals new pathways
to contribute to society

Increased healthy
outcomes for
mother and baby

Reduced risk of
domestic violence

Increased opportunity
for children of teenage
mothers

Less teenage mothers will be
dependent on long–term welfare,
breaking generational poverty cycles

More teenage mothers will develop
confidence and aspire to better
outcomes for their families and careers

Greater access to community
services and education
opportunities via the Brave
Triage Service and Directory

Reduced risk of risk of domestic
violence and post/ante natal
depression in expecting and
parenting teenagers

More teenage mothers will be skilled
to enter the work force

Teenage mothers will be given a
pathway to contribute to society
reducing the welfare burden on the
public at large

Increased likelihood of full–term
pregnancies and healthy baby
birth weights

Increased opportunity for the
children of teenage parents to
have the gift of a healthy, happy
teenage life
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